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5. 


(Original) The screw and rod fixation assembly according to claim 1. wherein 
a portion of said inner surface wall of said fixing means is threaded. 

6 (original) The screw and rod fixation assembly according to claim 1, wherein 
said rod seating means indudes a body portion from which at least one said flexible portion 
extends therefrom. 

7 (Original) The screw and rod fixation assembly according to claim 1, wherein 
said locKng means is defined as a set screw including a threaded outer surface for operafvely 
engaging said threaded inner surface of said fixing means. 

8 (Original) The screw and rod fixation assembly according to claim 7, wherein 
said set screw further indudes a spherical, inner chamber for 

flexible portion when said at ieast one flexible portion is contoured around the rod s.tuated 
therein. 

g (Previously presented) A screw fixation device comprising fixing means 
including an inner passageway for receiving said screw therethrough for selectively fixing a 
screw head, said fixing means induding an inner surface wall having a grippmg port.on for 
compressives gripping said screw head and a non-gripping portion allowing passage of the 
screw head to said gripping portion, thereby fixedly gripping the screw head. 

10 (Original) The screw fixation device according to claim 9, wherein said gripping 
portion of said inner surface wall is expanded by the screw head within an e.astic range by the 
screw head, 

U. (Original) The screw fixation device according to Claim 9, wherein said fixing 
means includes a substantially tubular body. 

12 (Original) The screw fixation device according to claim 11, wherein said 
substantially tubular body includes spaced, substantially parallel arms extending from sa.d 
substantially tubular body. 

13 (Original) The screw fixation device according to claim 11, wherein said 
substantially tubular body has a proximal end and a dista. end, wherein said dista. end ,s 
interiorly tapered for securing the screw head therein. 

14 (Original) The screw fixation device according to claim 11, wherein said 
substantially tubular body has at .east one aperture extending radially through said inner 
surface wall. 
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15 . (Original) The screw fixation device according to claim 9, wherein a portion 
of said inner surface wall is threaded. 

16 (Original) The screw fixation device according to claim 9, wherein said fixing 
means is made from semi-flexib.e materia, selected from the group consisting of metal, 
plastics, alloys, polymers, fibers, and combinations thereof. 

17 (Previous presented) An apparatus for fixediy gripping and securing a 
screw head comprising a passageway including side-walls and inherent iocking meaner 
Somatically, compressive* gripping and locking the screw head as the screw head enters 
through said passageway and into said locking means. 

18. (Origina.) The apparatus according 17, wherein said passageway includes a 
substantially tubular body. 

19. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said .ocking means is 
defined as a semi-flexible portion of said sidewall. 

20 (Original) A rod receiving device comprising rod seating means for seating a 
rod therein including at least one flexible pordon capable of being compressed against a ^ 
seated within said rod seating means, wherein said flexible portion has a tapered outer surface 
end. 

21 (Original) The red receiving device according to claim 20, wherein said rod 
saadng means indudes a body portion from which said at least one flexibie portion extends 
therefrom- 

22. (Canceled). 

23 (Original) A locking member for securing and engaging a rod and rod seadng 
means inciudmg a, least one flexrbre portion, said locking member Including ™°*<"™Z 
for deflecting the at least one flexible potion of the red seating means .gam* ^nd around *. 
rod as said locking member further engages the a, least one flexible poreon of the red seatmg 
means. 

24. (Previously presented) The locking member according to claim 23 wherein 
said locking member is a set screw including a threaded outer surface. 

25 (Original) The locking member according to claim 23, wherein said set screw 
further includes a spherical, inner chamber for accommodating at least one flexible portion of 
the rod seating means. 
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*. (Praviousiyprasented) ™,o* i n gm ^ac^,n 9 to C , a .n 1 2^ere I n 
set lew further Mud. a tap.rad, inner chamber for accommodating at ,e.st one 
flexible portion of the rod seating means. 

27 (Previously presented) A substantially annular ring for insertion into the 
screw and rod fixation assembly of claim 1 comprising an edge portion extending , .bout, 
centered axis, said edge portion having a frustoconica, surface tapenng o*.- 
edge portion for automatical compressive* engaging and gripping a screw head wh„e 
allowing a portion of the screw to pass therethrough. 

28. (Original) The substantially annular ring according to Cairn 27, wherein said 
edge portion includes a gap portion. 
29-30 (Canceled). 

31. (Previously presented) A screw and rod fixation assembly for fixing a screw 
and a rod comprising: 

a screw including a head portion; 

fixing means for automatic*, comply fixing said screw from movement raiativa 
to said JLrt*. aaid fixing maans including an innar surface waii having a sem,.uex,b,e 
gripping portion and a non-gripping portion; 

raM rod seating maans Induding at (aast ona fiexible portion capable of be.ng compressed 
against a rod seating within said rod seating means; and 

.ocking means far securing and angaging said md seating maans, said ioddng means 
Induding JL» maans for defied said at least one fiexibie portion o, said rod s** g 
means against and around the md as said lodring means engages sa,d at iaast one fiex,ble 
portion of said rod seating means. 

32 (New) A fixing mechanism for a rod fixation assembly comprising a 

tubuiar body having a gripping portion and a pair of arm portions extending from the gripoing 
portion ,n a subsrantlaiiy parallel arrangement, the arm portions being separated from one 
another by an interior passageway extending along a portion of the tubuiar body. aa«J 
passageway adapted to receive a md securing fastener, the tubular body having an inner 
ZX with inwaroiy-facinp thraads. tne inwaroiy-fadng threads being adapted to engage and 
axially advance a rod securing listener that is inserted in the passageway, each am. port,on 
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portion from the fixing mechanism. 

lora Jon an 2. if «. -P— - <° — "« ^ POrt '° n 

from the gripping portion. . nHe 

34. (New) of H. pas^-ay extends 

into the gripping portion. 

35 (New) The fixing mechanism of Cairn 33 wherein the gnppmg port.on has 
a sphericai shaped Interior that connects with the passageway. 

36 (New) The fixing mechanism of claim 32 wherein the inwardly-facing 
threads extend aiong the thinned sections of the arm portions. 

37. (New) The fixing mechanism of claim 36 wherein the inwardly-facng 

threads extend into the gripping portion. 
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